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Governor’s Column:

Giving Thanks
The following is a column by Governor Kathleen Sebelius: 
This month, we had the opportunity to once again select the leaders of our state and nation.  The right to cast a ballot is one that many have fought and died for over the years, both as part of our nation’s military and in the civil rights struggles, the echoes of which still call out to us today.

The right to vote too often goes unexercised, but nevertheless it is one for which we should all be thankful.

Giving thanks is something we are reminded to do each year at this time, when we gather together with our friends and family to celebrate Thanksgiving and to take stock of the blessings we’ve received over the past year.

Last Thanksgiving, I had the opportunity to travel to Iraq and Afghanistan to visit Kansas soldiers who were deployed to those nations.  Being away from their families was difficult for these men and women, but they made the best of it by having a traditional turkey dinner and by sending messages home to their loved ones.

One of these units – the 2nd Battalion of the 137th Infantry – returned home to Kansas this month, just in time for Thanksgiving.  I know I join all Kansans in saying “welcome home” to these brave men and women who spent the past year in Iraq, seeking to bring stability to that troubled nation.

But as we welcome home these soldiers, we must also remember the Kansans who are still deployed overseas this Thanksgiving.  And we must remember that many Kansans will never return home, having given their lives in the service of their nation.

As you celebrate Thanksgiving, I hope you’ll join me in thanking the men and women who will spend the holiday away from their families, as well as those who have paid the ultimate price in the defense of our rights and our nation.

We live in a great and free country, and for that we should all give thanks.

Happy Thanksgiving!
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